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National Science Foundation Advanced Technical Education Grant External Evaluation Services

Request for Quote issue date:	September 20, 2024 Quotes must be received by:	September 27, 2024
No late submissions will be accepted
Return Quotes to:
Katherine Marsh and Abdul Nasser
Email: kmarsh@compton.edu and anasser@compton.edu
Compton College
Compton College is submitting a National Science Foundation Advanced Technological Education grant proposal to support the development of a new biotechnology program at our college. The college invites vendors to submit written quotations for external evaluation services to monitor and assess the impact of this work. Evaluation work would begin in 2025 if the grant is awarded by the National Science Foundation.
Specifications Are:
NSF Project Duration: July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2028 Evaluation Contract Length: 1 year, renewable for up to 3 years
Evaluation Contract Time Commitment: not to exceed 150 hours per year
Evaluation Requirements/Deliverables include:
Creation of a detailed evaluation plan, assessment questions, and metrics. Participation in monthly executive team meetings
Participation in semi-annual advisory board meetings Development of assessments aligned with our project goals Collection and analysis of the Biotechnology program project data
Survey and Interviewing of Biotechnology program participants and stakeholders Preparation of annual evaluation report for National Science Foundation
Job Location & Travel Requirements:
It is expected that the evaluator will work from a remote location and provide their own office space, IT equipment, telecommunications, and high-speed internet connection to participate in virtual meetings. Occasional travel will be required, likely including at least one trip to Compton, CA and one trip to the NSF ATE PI Conference in Washington, DC per year, with each trip having a duration of 1-3 days.
Travel expenses will be reimbursed at actual cost based on federal General Services Administration (GSA) Per Diem rates.

Grant Award Information:
A Project Summary for the biotechnology program has been included with this Request for Quote (see following page).

Additional information about the National Science Foundation Advanced Technological Education (NSF ATE) Program is available at: https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/ate-advanced-technological-education/nsf24-584/solicitation
Additional information regarding external evaluation for National Science Foundation Advanced Technological Education (NSF ATE) funded projects may be found at: http://www.evalu-ate.org/

Award:

Vendor (evaluator) will be selected based on the following criteria:
· Evaluator qualifications (as documented by resume/CV)
· Competitive hourly rate
Prior experience in one of more of the following areas is desired:
· Prior experience with National Science Foundation grant evaluation projects
· Prior experience with the NSF ATE program
· Prior experience working with an NSF ATE Center
· Prior experience developing evaluation tools and assessments
· Prior experience working with statistical analysis software including R
· Prior experience in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
· Prior experience working in the biotechnology field
· Prior experience working with two-year colleges
· Prior experience in curriculum or program development
· Prior experience working as a classroom instructor
Any questions regarding this request for quotes should be directed to: kmarsh@compton.edu, (310) 900-1600, ext. 2438
All quotes must be submitted on the attached form and should be accompanied by a copy of the vendor’s (evaluator’s) professional resume or curriculum vitae.

PROJECT SUMMARY
Overview
Compton College’s biotechnology program focused on biomanufacturing will help to address the supply gap for biomanufacturing technicians in the Los Angeles/Orange county region. Our region has almost 5,000 Life Sciences/Biotechnology firms with nearly 100,000 employees collectively and middle skills occupations in this industry have been growing both in terms of both employment and wages. Our program will offer students stackable credentials as they gain the key knowledge, skills, and abilities for working in the biotechnology industry.
This ATE grant will allow us to create pathways to biotech careers with multiple on-ramps and off-ramps by articulating our curriculum with biomanufacturing bachelor’s degree programs and establish dual enrollment biotech courses for high school students. We will tailor our program to meet the specific workforce needs of our local industry by soliciting regular feedback from our advisory board comprised of local professionals working in the biotechnology industry. Additionally, the PI will complete shadowing or an externship as a biomanufacturing technician at a local company cell therapy company in order to learn the specific experiences and qualifications that a prospective employee would need and incorporate those into our program so that our students will be competitive for these jobs. Also, we support our students to be successful in math courses using a deconstruction model which teaches math in a contextualized manner. Finally, as it is difficult to hire faculty who are trained in both biomanufacturing as well as how to teach effectively, this funding will allow us to provide professional development opportunities to train Compton College instructors and high school teachers to teach the techniques and knowledge specific to the biomanufacturing industry.
Intellectual Merit
Research deconstruction is a teaching approach used in science courses to provide students with an authentic experience participating in cutting-edge scientific research. To our knowledge, this approach which has proven gains for students in the life sciences will be adapted to math courses for the first time. We will test the effectiveness of math deconstruction and share out our results. 
Broader Impacts
A majority of students at our college fall within demographic populations that are traditionally underrepresented in STEM and we anticipate that our biotech students will have a similar demographic background. We plan to offer dual enrollment biotech courses for both high school students from our local feeder high schools. We would specifically recruit high school students though our Compton College Promise Program, veterans through our Veteran Resource Center, and students with an affinity for STEM through our STEM center.
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REQUEST FOR QUOTE (RFQ) RESPONSE FORM

National Science Foundation Advanced Technological Education Grant External Evaluation Services
Quotes must be received by:	September 27, 2024


This quotation must be signed by a company official who has the full authority to legally bind the prime vendor to the proposed obligations. The signer of the proposal must also declare that the quotation is made without collusion or fraud and that the proposal represents no conflict with the Code of Ethics requirements of the District Board.

Evaluation Services Hourly Rate $	

Firm/Evaluator
Name:		

Address:		



Email		

Phone:		
By:		



Signature:		

Title:		

Date:		
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